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AN OCCASIONAL 


LETTER, &c. 


Velut Agri Sermnia. Hori 
S I R, 


8 great Men ſometimes 
employ their Intervals 
from Buſineſs in ſtudying 

Books, which diſplay the Con- 
duct and Wiſdom of thoſe, who 
nin other Countries filled the like 
Stations; give me Leave to re- 
com- 
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commend to your Hours of Leiſure, | 
in this Seaſon of ſettled and un- 
threatened. Security, the Memoirs 
of Sully, which poſſibly may have 
lain neglected by you, while the 
Treaty with 5 par, and Ne: ego-" 
ciations in the Empire, juſtly ab- 
lorhy d your whole Attention, 

If in the preſent happy Difpo- 
ſition. of- Men and. of Things, In- 
ſtruction be unneceſſary for im- 
mediate Service, yet Knowledge of 
the Paſt may be an uſeful Proviſion 
for the Future, when the *Shift- 
ings of Fortune may break or 


looſen the Solidity of this Syſtem, 
Which 
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(7) 
which now promiſes eternal Du- 
ration. ; ; 43] 


ſuch Times, and I would be un- 
derſtood to mean ſuch only, it will 
not be uſeleſs to know, that had 
Sully been aw d or deter d by the 
Oppoſition of his Fellow-ſervants, 
had he heſitated, had he procraſti- 
nated, he might have continued a 
Miniſter ſubſervient to the Pride of 
a  Nevers, to the Brutality of a 
Depernon, tot he giddy Ambition, 
beggarly Wants, and inconſtant 
Duplicity of a Soiſons. 
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His innate Honeſty and Love of 
France might ſometimes break 


forth in faint Sallies and imper- 


fect Good, juſt ſufficient to alarm 
and confederate the Courtiers a- 
gainſt him, but not enough to ri- 


vet his Power in the Intereſt and 


Favour of his Maſter. Thus cir- 
cumſtanc'd had he fallen, the 
Loſs would not have been great, 
and he would have been properly 
enough replaced by ſome other of 

the common Herd which grazes 

in every Court. E Nis 
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But Sully was reſolute, and by 
Reſolution ſecured to France the 
| beſt 
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beſt Miniſtef that ever bleſſed any 
Country. He pointed out the Way, 
and cleared the Obſtructions for 
thoſe who ſucceeded him. Rich- 
lien confeſſes the Obligation, and 
had Sully not prevail'd; in laying 
the Foundations, it is more than 
probable that ſuch a 3 
22 not have been rais' d, 

"_ become formidable to 
. 


Hi 8 is a great and never- 
eee Inſtance of what 
one Man may avail, in an almoſt 
univerſal Confpiracy againſt a Coun- 
try, diſtreſſed and exhauſted be- 
* any apparent Poſſibility of 
24 of Relief. 
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Relief. But Sally defeated Con- 
ſpiracies. That heallſtrong Ob- 
ſtinacy in the great Ones about | 
Court, by which evety thing was ; 
obtain'd, and to; which every 
thing was wont to yield in former 
Reigns, and did yield in the ſub- 
ſequent Minority, loſt its Force. 

That Suecedaneum to Merit, and 
which, in degenerate Times, an- 

ſwers to the Poſſeſſor all ite \uera- 
tive Purpoſes, that ſpurious, huſ- 
Ang Fortitude, ſtrong only againſt 
Weakneſs and Fear, ſuhmitted to 
Firmneſs founded in Virtue: / Sully 
was obſtinate too, and his: Obſtt+ 
nacy, like the Wand in Aarons 
Hand, proved its divine Energy 
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(17) 
in the Monarch's Preſence, againſt 
a Band of baffled 5. denke 
w Men. D on : Nv A * 


"at * in br, u ee 
by his Maſter He was upheld! 
by — whoſe Inclinations he 
thwarted, whoſe Will he diſputed, 
whoſe en he ſtemm d in their 
wildeſt Fury. But he did not op- 
poſe 70 1 his own Inclinations,: | 
his own Paſſions, and his own Will; 
the Servant o his Mater. He op- 
poſed the Monarch to the Man. 
Every ſuch Incident which, inflam- 
ed Henry Reſentment, became, 
in cooler Moments, a new Proof of 
the inſuperable Fidelity which ex- 
poled Sully to its Effects. 
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He dared to prefer his Maſter's 


Glory to his Pleaſures, and his Pe< 
le's Happineſs to his Repoſe : And 


when upbraided by him with this 


Preference, he dared conſeſs i it, nay 


he ie in the bung en 5 


Henry was ſuſpicious, Lid 
and paſſionate ; of a Nature eafily 
kindled * Anger and by Love. 
And he was environ'd by Sycb- 
phants, Parafites, and Women, who 
hated Sully, and were hated” by 
Him. Theſe magnified his Gains, 
depreciated his Services, and threw 
out Infinuations of Deſigns perni- 
cious to the Goverment, | 
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But E. enry cou 4 account for 
every Livre that compoſed his. 
private Fortune. If this was af 
fluent, it was the Produce of his 
own Bounty, and Sully boaſted of 
the Reward. While, in return, a 
full Exchequer, an ample Revenue, 
abundant Stores, well - regulated 
Eſtabliſhments, and Taxes eaſily 
levy d and cheerfully paid, render- 
ed the Monarch and the People 


eaſy in Prace, * Pe ar 
War. 


- His Conduct towards Parties 
was ſuch as made him unaccep- 
table to the Zealots oa both Sides ; 


ay 
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and he whoſe Ruin the Jeſuit 
plotted as a determin d Enemy, the 
ſeditious Calvin:f e as a 
cool land _— F dend. 

Thee F aft e ſpoke 1 thaw 
FO inrenom d Whiſper of Calumny 
and Detraction. Or if theſe; in 
the Meakneſs and Frailty of Nature, 
were a while attended ta, if Sully 
felt. ſome times thoſe. Viettſitudes | 
to which they at all times are ſub- 
jet, who unhappily depend. upon 
the Will of one Man, they were 
few, and of ſhort Duration; as if on- 
ly calculated to render Te return 
of Fa arour r ſtronger, 1 mn 
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(25) 
tance of * 0 (A Gratitude for 
Sevie. 3 5 5 * 


If Rox han * fon Haris, 
FR hays been ay few Sullies; 
have increated the Number of ſuch 
Maſters. And he only. has a Right 
to complain of the Want of ſuch 
a Support, who purſues the fame 
Methods to convince him of a like 


diſintereſted Attachairat, 


cf 


. 1 the * amorous 1 
that ever ſat upon a Throne, de- 
clared to the faireſt Miſtreſs that 
ever abuſed ſuch a Monarch's Af- 
fections, that be bad ratber parr 
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from ten fuch at ſbe td, "than 
give up one Miniſter like: Sully, 
he knew them both; and Eſteem 
of perſonal Worth, "a: Regard 
for publick Intereſt, in that In- 
ſtance, (and they wou d have ope- 


rated ſtill ſtronger in any other) 
inclined the Scale to the faithful 
Servant, againſt the en mn be- 
Joved n 00% H,&txq ug 
But had * un Diſpoſtin 
been ſuſpected in each, had one 
been thought to ſerve from the 
ſame Motides that proſtituted the 
other, however unjuſt and un- 
founded the Suſpicion had been, 
Nature would have prevail'd, and 
Lc | 16 
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it would have prevail'd altho' the 
Call had been weaker; he would 
haye fallen a Victim to that Mo- 
narch' s Infirmities, who was exalted 
by his Wiſdom and his Virtues: 
Princes, thoſe Images of divine 
Power, partake more of the Jea- 
louſy than of the Omniſcience of 
the Deity ; they can judge of Dil- 
poſition only by Actions, and in 
their Judgments are prone to ſuſ- 
peR thoſe Hearts which they can- 
not ſearch. Frequent, great, and 
unequivocal Sacrifices of the private 
Man, of private Intereſt and pri- 


vate Reſentment, muſt be made by 
C $ th eir 


. 
their Votaries at the Shrine of Roy- 
alty. To theſe the Monarch has 
a Right, and happy is the People 


where he is contented with theſe. 


It may be true, 4 in this 
Country the Difficulties which ariſe 
in the Way of an honeſt Miniſter, 
are not ſo eaſily removed, as under 
thoſe Governments where arbitrary 
Power arms with irreſiſtable Force 
the Delegate of Sovereign Will and 
Pleaſure. And certain it i is, that to 
unite the Views, the Temper, and 
Diſpoſitions of the many, with 
whom, and by whom, an Engl: 2 
Miniſter muſt act, and to direct 
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theſe various Combinations to great, 
and good, and national Purpoſes, is 
a Talent more particularly neceſſa- 
ry in this Country of Freedom, 
where Addreſs in leading the Will 
muſt ſupply the Want of Means to 
compel it. 


But altho' in a Syſtem thus com- 
poſed, Imperfections muſt be admit- 
ted, ariſing from the Matter out of 
which it is formed, and altho' the 
wiſeſt and moſt honeſt Man that 
ever held the Reins of Admini- 
tration, muſt do, and ſuffer to be 
done, Things contrary to his In- 
clinations and Judgment, yet theſe 

HE are 
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are only partial Evils, delaying, or 
rendering leſs compleat, but never 
totally defeating, the Good of the 
Publick. Enough will- appear to 
vindicate the general Deſign in its 


Progreſs, and the final Iſſue will 


demonſtrate the Honeſty and Wiſ- 
dom of the Direction. | 


But ſhould a Miniſter, inſtead of 
uniting others and drawing them 
to him, unite himſelf with them; 
ſeparate and unconnected among 
Themſelves ; influenced, not influ- 
encing; directed, not directing; 
ſupporting, not ſupported. How- 
ever brave, however moderate, how- 

ever 


( 21) 
ever wiſe, however humane and 
diſintereſted the private Man may 
be, the Miniſter will be timorous 
with the Fearful, raſh with the 
Enterpriſing, ſeverewith the Cruel, 
weak with the Fooliſh, and corrupt 
alike with the Sordid and the La- 
viſh, whoſe Wants he muſt ſupply, 
and whoſe Cravings he muſt ſerve. 
And if upon any Oocaſion, where 
many are Competitors for the ſame 


Thing, one muſt be prefer'd, more 
Things muſt be found at the Ex- 


-  penice of the Publick to attone for 


that Preference, and to ſatisfy the 


Diſappointment; while impracti- 
cable Claims will be urged, that 
DRE. unrea- 
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unreaſonable Diſcontents may be 
appeaſed, and the Nation muſt pay, 
for broken Meaſures and contrarient 
Councils, more than the full Re- 
ward of . Merit and effee- 
tual Service, 


Our political Syſtem would thus 
become a Compound of every jar- 
ring Atom, of every human Vice 
and Infirmity; and however ſuch 
a Frame might be the Reſult of 
Chance, or of ſtill blinder Igno- 

rance, it can only be preſerved by 

that Hand which brought an Uni- 
verſe cut of Nothing, and wrought 
its Salvation out of Sin and Death. 
7114 Thu; 
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Thus, Sir, I have drawn a ſhort 
Sketch, more to excite your Curio- 
ſity, than to inform your Judg- 
meat, 


It was neceſſary to augment the 


Features, as it is placed at a Di- 


ſtance from us. May it ever re- 
main ſo! Nearer to the Eye it 
would be hideous, and yet there 
are evils, into which Miniſterial 
Office, in a free Country, is as apt 
to degenerate, and from the ſame 
Cauſe, as Liberty into Licentiouſ- 
neſs, or conſtitutional Privileges 
into unconſtitutional Ariſtocracy, 

There 


(124) 
There have been Junto's inſol- 
vent; voracious. and oppreſhve. 
There may be, forgive a. vulgar 
Expreſſion, a Mob of Miniſters, 
ignorant, uncertain and diſcor- 
dant, | 


